DI conference in Denmark: September team report
ln Deceémber, as part' of ‘thé Developm
Instruetor . tralnlng program,s the, Septem
-team..from- ‘CICD went on. a8ix- day visit' f
: Denmark Here we" partlcrpated in
develdpment conference,” “‘held - aty-tl
University " of ‘Roskilde, and other : even;
. ruaning parallel to. the main United Natior g
climate < conference” 'in’; Gopenhagen. T
focus of all of these events was' perhaps
Mmajor questlon facing, Humana People W
People, we: development instructors, and e
-world - today how. ‘to avert’ envrronment: g
. “catastrophe while enhancing the: livelihoods!
populations in therdéveloping world. - The-t, sz %3 9
‘was a funded and an mtegral part of.our- Developr‘rtmnructor training.
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\Ne \were |nV|ted to make an exh|b|t|on and a pr,@&m to the conference on deforestat|on and,had a
busy trme preparing matenals in the, week aheath) ali members of the team contrrbutlng creative
assistance and research. Some of us travele@ @inbort early.to reduce transport costs, othetey |

to complet_e work on the presentatron and we weumnited: at the airport onithe. day of the flight.
-After-a day.spent travelmg ariving a day ‘beftire  conference gave us-an epportunity’ further to"
: pract|ce pur presentatlon Work wrth decoratmnthatconference and help with IT ‘support.

'The conference began W|th an address by Cubanlﬂcﬁ%oberto Gonzafes who discussed the

. importance of transition mechanisms for a WorldltdgaNrth increasing energy scarcrty and strongly
defénded the view that hmltmg populat|on increasms neither desirableiin ‘itself'nor-a solutioth@
'Worlds envrronmental problems Another speakespér Wohlert from“Humana People to People
told us about some ofjthe latest developments dirtloeHumanas ‘projects, mcludrng |n|t|at|ves in
sustarnable.agrlculture and excrtrng |nnovat|onthm use of solar power W00

Around 150
Development lnstructors :
| from: all. over, the world,
training’ at 9 different’ .
‘.aschools and tralnmg
--;Tplaces in" Europe, made
ypresentations and
exhibitions - at . the &
conference, and -others =
contributed - . to - its
organisation. L our -
presentation - - and!

' _exhibition,  which  took: :
plade on the first day ofthe conference consnllelleforestatlon and |nad6qUate forest managem’ent as
a worldwide problem, and suggested that solutmmmlsed more tharrjust the planting of trees or. |
new_technical: or governmental initiatives, regudripeople ito- work together to- produce  thei best
habitats forranimal and plant species and localiagidenousthuman communities. %
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Other subjects presented mcluded food securrtytamable trade, recycllng, and the effect of the
&nvironment on human health. We learned of exgiays.in which other sehools. had set examples
of ‘goad‘environmental practice through growing then produce, saving electricity and organising
meatless days, saving-money in the process." Itsivdéng also to*be reminded that the humber of
_obese people in the world now: exceeds the numbpe@le 'suffering from malnutrrtron solutions to.
problems of poverty, hunger and mequahty shoehﬂly be ‘within our grasp

.On both afternoons of the: conference we had a dmmcdrscuss the presentatlons and respond'
crrtrcally, developing our ewh ideas. Themes dssad included the environmental problems created
by the acculturation-of-people in the developedigvoo excessive consumption (something :which
anyway does not* produce happiness), the drlemmtryofg to reduce: our .carbon footprint: ‘and
environmental damage’ whilé Stimulating productioit‘avealth in the-developing world, and’ the
importance of setting.good examples in our-schodie discussions mixed representatlves from all
i-the schools present, and we. made many-new frremllk—:-arned new perspectrves on'Humana's. work..

On Saturday the day after the conference theeﬁﬂxﬁr team aitended the mass demonstration inY
.Copenhagen.calling for international governmentadopt legally-binding new policies:to deal with-
climate change. “Ahead of the rally itself, gugstakers highlighted the urgency with which' global
warming: affects many:-communities around the ;worlthe attendance ‘ofitens of thousands of.people
.excéeded the organisers' éxpectations — withrard®dd00 partrcrpants it 1s-said to be the-largest
demonstration ever in Denmark! - . representingtisally‘diverse groups;all’concerned abeut climate
change. o the mass of people our.group did weeskick together and not get Iost but it was feran
unigue’ experlence and for. all of us.an unforthabectacle :

Qur hosts at our accommodatron at “Boserup palahef’ Sjaelland team helped to organrse a menu.®

-during the conference-featuring many. delicacies, novided .an evening program of-entertainments

each day, memorably featurrng a lesson'in Africance (taught by Alais from Zimbabwe) and song
‘ ki (by Kenneth ‘from: Malawi). = The.

South ' Africa. boot dance was" Very

good exercise (but'please dont ask if |

wremember the steps).,

There “was also":a performance by.
David Rovics; an American singer and .-
compeser of protést songs#(who also "
performed' — despite cold temperatures
= throughout the demonstration on the
Saturday), and-an opportunity to ‘€njoy
an open ‘talent -evening. = There'was

. also ampleitime during the stay toitour

Copenhagen, visit the site of the %

United 'Nations -conference, -and-meget-+ =,

people on the street,  including the - ¢

§ manyr-Visitors at . the time=of the -

= conference fromall overthe world.

We'went away from Denmark with many memgries andl fiiznds, having learned-much more-abotit
the ‘problems. facing the world, ahd with an enhamtetdarmrnatlon to Work for a better future for
everyone.




